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hear that Valerius Gratus, who was procurator from a.d. 15-20,
deposed five High Priests in succession, we are tempted to
wonder if he was actuated less by his devotion to the Interests
of Rome than by some shady scheme for private gain. How-
ever, not one of the first five procurators, Coponius, Arnbivius,
Rufus, Gratus and Pilate, seems to have forgotten that the
headstrong Jews needed tactful handling, and even those with
a natural preference for violent methods did not resort to force
without careful consideration.
In a.d. 41, by the decree of Claudius, Judsea and Samaria
were once more ruled over by a Jewish King, Herod Agrippa 1
(grandson of Herod the Great), who was a personal friend of
the prince, and had already enjoyed the favour of Caligula.
But even this was not enough to allay the bitterness of the
Zealots, and the hatred of the Jews for Rome. This hatred
burned most fiercely in Judaea, but it was shared by the
fellow-countrymen of Jesus, and the city of Tiberias was a
permanent reminder that the goyim were still in control of their
tetrarchy.
Two points in this account need special emphasis. Firstly,
when Jesus came into the world the Jews had been for several
centuries in constant contact with men of other races : these
foreigners had even subdued their country and settled in it.
Palestine had been conquered successively by Persia, Greece
and Rome, all countries characterized by strongly individual
civilizations; and each in succession had made systematic
attempts to impose its own culture on Israel. Secondly, the
Jews had never grown used to servitude. They were for ever
kicking against the pricks and had even made efforts to free
themselves. This was not so much because the material con-
ditions of their present status compared very badly with those
of their former liberty, for they had been little better off under
Herod or the Hasmonseans than they were under the Csesars.
It was rather that they felt that the rule of the Gentile was a
menace and an outrage to their religion. This was the real
root of the matter, the motive of their rebellions and the source
of all their hopes, for they could not believe that Jahweh would
permanently refuse his aid to those who were fighting his own
battles. From the moment when the Jews first lost their
independence, the salient feature of their history is the way
their nationalism was moulded and dominated by their religion.
When the Chaldasans carried away the flower of the Judseans
to Babylon, Israel was just beginning to undergo the levelling
1 Jos., AnL, six, 5. After the death of Herod Agrippa in a.d. 44,
Palestine was once more governed by procurators.

